Information Sheet

This is how we hear!

The earis one of our five sense organs.
Hearing, which is the perception of sounds and voices, takes place via the ear.
Sounds generate sound waves, which are collected by your ear.

Here, you can see what parts of the ear there are and what they each do.

1. The pinna
collects the
sound.

3. Sound makes
the eardrum
vibrate.

2.In the ear
canal, sound is
conveyed to
the eardrum.

5.In the cochleaq, the
vibrations are turned
into electrical signals.

4. The ossicles amplify
the vibrations.

6. The auditory
nerve carries the
signals to the
brain. The brain
tells you what you
are hearing.
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The pinna and the auditory canal form the outer ear. The middle ear contains the
eardrum and the ossicles (malleus, incus, and stapes). In addition to the cochlea,
the inner ear also contains the sense of balance. It helps us to maintain our
balance.

Color the three areas in different colors: Outer ear =red
Middle ear = green
Inner ear = blue

© Siemens Stiftung 2015. Content licensed under CC BY-SA 4.0 international Page 2 of 2



